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AN ETHIOPIAN ODYSSEY:

An Eng
By: F&nne’rte Allen

t started with o

dream that | was

back in the foot-
hills of Addis with
some of my Ethio-
pian friends, feeling
the dry topsoil and
understanding | was
thera o help provide
water | owoke from
that dream not know-
ing how to achieve
this assignment, yed
realizing all the same
that it was significant,

Once long ago, | had
resided in Addis Abo-
ba, Erhinpin My fex-
ther had been working
for Ethiopion Airlines
as Chiaf Testbed Engi-
neer, and | hod attended
Mazareth girls" school
from 1942 to 1944, My
lost class at Nazareth
was grade G4,

| never returned to the country after we
left, and | was very sad to learn about
the ensving “Red Terrar” period. This
was not tha Ethiopia lrecognized — tha
bamine, the terror; what | personally
associated with Ethiopia was quite dif-
ferent. | remembered friendship, polite-
nass, great faith in God. the mowtains
and the Rift Valley; the tribal customs,
the lumincus colars worn by women.
ond a sense of people progressing to-
gether and helping each other

In August 2003, two years after | had
thiz dreom aboul E1l1i|}p||::n araught, |
was made redundant from a very good
job and decided to simply work part-
tirme whilsr ﬁ'l-l:',:lll:.ir'lg vy dreom  coma
true. | commenced writing my First

plazerath Sehaol, 1983 K iy

||-"n'l\.- i d ':'rrli‘\':\'l:-:":"!'f-"'-l:"lll'ur'II
book on multiculturalism, reflecting
an my friendships ond experiences af
Mazareth School in Ethiopia

My baok weaves the story of the peo-
ple | met along the way — the men and
women who willingly stepped forward
to help me on this quest. The journey
thus far has proven lo be o blessing;
in just eight short months | was able to
make contact and revnite with six of
my former classmates. My friend Marta
Asrat, still at Mazareth, serves as the
school secretary. | have rediscoverad
colleogues such as Mary Asfow Wos-
sen, Emperor Hoile Selossies grand
dauvghter; Fanaye Saitou, who now lives
in Cologne; Silva Derentz. in Los Ange-
les; ond Celina Fernandes. in Lisbon
Sadly, | also learned that our classmate
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Hiruth Girma passed away in 1978, but
| have found her sister Ghennet and am
now working closely with her.

| cam still searching for the rest of my for
mer classmates trom Mazareth School.
whom | bast sow in July 1964, | would
like to include all their stories in mg.-'
book, entitled An Erthiopion Odyssey
which | hope to complete I:r:.r ffve end uf
2005. In porticular, | am keen 1o recon-
nect with former students Kathy Miller,
Phoebe Khall. ond Sumitra Goyel. |
have recently heard that quite a few of
my chassmates now reside in the United
States and would graciously occept
any assistance offered to help me lo-
cate my old friends: | intend 1o make o
journey o the U5, in February 2005 to
work towards aur reunion




